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SUBJ: REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE ON ARAB-ISRAEL NEGOTIATIONS 

WHEN I SAW FOREIGN MINISTER SUWAIDI JANUARY 16 HE ASKED ME TO STOP 
BY AGAIN SOON TO BRIEF HIM ON EXPANDED IMF OIL FACILITY AND OUR 
$25 BILLION "SAFETY NET" PROPOSAL. HE ALSO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ANY 
INFORMATION I COULD GIVE HIM ON CURRENT STATUS OF ARAB-ISRAEL NEGO- 
TIATIONS. WHILE EMBASSY HAS SUFFICIENT MATERIAL TO BRIEF FONMIN ON 
ECONOMIC SUBJECTS, IT HAS BEEN SOME TIME NOW SINCE I HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO CONVEY ANYTHING TO UAEG ON ARAB-ISRAEL PROBLEM BEYOND WHAT WE BOTH 
READ IN PUBLIC SOURCES. WITH LATEST ALLON VISIT OBVIOUSLY IN MIND, 

SUWAIDI SEEMS TO SENSE THAT OUR EFFORTS TO GET FURTHER STATE OF 
SETTLEMENT HAS REACHED CRITICAL PHASE. HE WOULD BE PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED IN WHETHER WE SEE NEGOTIATIONS MOVING AHEAD ONLY ON 
EGYPTIAN FRONT OR WHETHER THERE IS PROSPECT FOR PROGRESS WITH SYRIA 
AS WELL. WHILE I REALIZE THAT WE WILL NOT WISH TO GO INTO ANY 
GREAT DETAIL WITH UAEG, I BELIEVE IT GOOD POLICY TO BRIEF THEM 
PERIODICALLY IN GENERAL TERMS ON WHERE MATTERS STAND. TO FAIL TO 
DO SO GIVES TOO MUCH OF AN ADVANTAGE TO OTHERS HERE, SUCH AS 
PALESTINIANS AND IRAQIS, WHO FREQUENTLY SEE SHAIKH ZAYID AND THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER, AND WHO ARE OPPOSED TO A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 
AND WOULD JUST AS SOON SEE US EFFORTS FAIL. I SEE NO REASON FOR 
US TO ALLOW THESE PEOPLE TO SHAPE UAEG'S OPTIC ON ARAB-ISRAEL 
PROBLEM WITHOUT ANY INPUT FROM US. 
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